Applause Gala Grand Opening: A celebration of legacy and new
beginnings
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Supporters, artists, and friends gathered for The Phoenix Theatre Company’s Applause! Gala: Grand
Opening, marking the historic debut of the Dr. Stacie J. & Richard J Stephenson Theatre. The evening was
a tribute to our past, a celebration of our present, and a bold step toward the next century of storytelling
in Phoenix.

Thank you to our 2025 Honorary Chair, Sally Pope, and honorees Michael Kruke, Jan and Tom Lewis,
Catherine Tuton, Fred and Jami Pryor, Jeff and Nancy Werner, and Jay Franke and David Herro for the
countless ways they uplift our community and help ensure a bright future for the arts. Click here to read
the Applause! Gala playbill and learn more about these incredible advocates and artists involved.

The Grand Opening Gala was only the beginning. As we embark on a new season, we invite you to stay
connected and continue sharingin the joy of what’s to come.
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The evening celebrated six extraordinary honorees whose vision, generosity, and
leadership continue to shape Arizona’s arts and education community.
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Guests were treated toa dozzlmg 90-
minute performance crafted by
Producing Artistic Director Michael
Barnard, featuring Broadway stars Nick
Cartell, Brittney Mack, Cole Newburg,
and Phoenix native Sam Primack.
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Nick Cartell & Artistic Director,
Michael Barnard Cole Newburg




DR. STACIE J. AND RICHARD J
STEPHENSON THEATRE
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Under the lights of the new Dr. Stacie J. & Richard J Stephenson Theatre, guests shared
laughter, music, and the kind of togetherness that reminds us why theatre matters.
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The evening’s musical celebration brought together some of Broadway'’s brightest talents
alongside local artists, showcasing the artistry, passion, and heart that make The Phoenix
Theatre Company a home for all who love the stage.
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It was a night that reminded us art doesn't stop at the stage. It lives in the moments we
share together in the'music, the movement, and the community.
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